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2015 Report of the Romanian NFC
In 2015, the forest condition survey in Romania was carried  out  on  the  16  x  16  km  transnational Level I grid net, during  15th   of  July  and  15th   of September. The total number of sample trees was 5808, assessed on 242 permanent plots. From the total number of trees, 1092 were conifers (19%) and 4716 broadleaves (81%). 
The mean defoliation percentage of all tree species was 15.2%. From the total number of the assessed trees, 54.2% were rated as healthy, 32.7% as slightly defoliated, 11.3% as moderately defoliated, 1.4% as severely defoliated and 0.4% were dead. The share of damaged trees (defoliation classes 2-4) was 13.1%.
For conifers a percentage of 9.5% of the assessed trees were classified as damaged (classes 2-4). Picea abies was the least affected coniferous species with a share of damaged trees of 7.8% (defoliation classes 2-4), whereas Abies alba had 15.5%. 

For broadleaves, 13.9% of the trees were recorded as damaged (classes 2-4). Among the main broadleaves species, Fagus sylvatica and Robinia pseudoacacia had the lowest share of damaged trees (9.8% and 11.3% respectively). For all Quercus spp. (Q. petraea, Q. cerris, Q. robur, and Q. frainetto) a share of 16.6% were damaged from the total number of the assessed trees. The least affected species was Q. frainetto (9.1%) and the most affected was Q. petraea (17.2%).  Q. robur recorded the highest percent (39.0%) of damaged trees (classes 2-4), although this species is very low represented (only 77 trees were assessed).
The overall share of damaged trees (classes 2-4) decreased by 0.4 percentage points. The relative increased values of the precipitation regime registered  in the south west of Romania during 2015 led to a significant improvement of the health status of xerophyte oaks from 15.3% in 2014 to 8.8% (Quercus frainetto), and 12.8% (Quercus cerris) in 2015 respectively.
Damage symptoms were reported for 23.0% of the conifers and 33.4% of the broadleaves respectively. The most important causes of damages were attributed to defoliator and xylophage insects (49.8%) and fungi (21.3%). In general, the intensity of the visible damage symptoms for the conifers was higher than for broadleaves. 
