Remarks on the Level II Crown Condition 2010 dataset of Switzerland.

For the first time in 2010 all trees of all social classes are part of the Futmon export files. Before 2010  only trees with social class 1,2, and 3 were exported. About 500 additional trees with social class 4 or 5 are now integrated into the export files. These 500 trees caused a lot of additional warnings, as many of them where never included in previous exportfiles (Example of a warning: plot: 1 tree: 333 must be the same as at previous observation (unless new trees were intentiously involved - e.g. due to ingrowth - or existing trees were felled or wind-thrown))

There are also other reasons for the warnings mentioned above. Several trees assessed in 2010 had not been assessed in 2009. There are two possible reason for that: 1. On some plots trees are assessed in alternating years; 2. Newly ingrown trees are present in the inventory of 2010. 

The 2nd type of warning is: “defoliation must not be NULL“. The reason for this is that the visibility of the crown may change from year to year and cause trees to have crown assessment in one year, but not the other year.

