Report on foliar nutrition assessment (Sampling and analysis of needles and leaves) in the intensive monitoring plots (Level II) in 2015
In Romania, the Level II plots network were installed in the year 1991 in 13 representative forest ecosystems, but only 12 plots remained under monitoring in the last years, located near weather stations of the National Meteorological Administration and under different intensities of air pollution effects.

Generally, the procedures used for sampling and laboratory analysis of needles and leaves are the ones recommended by the last version of the UN-ECE ICP Manual.
Differences in chemical parameter values compared to previous years occurred mainly due to replacement of some old laboratory equipment.

For 2015 reporting, a composite sample (both for leaves and needles) was used on species by mixing equal quantities of each sample per plot after drying.
Data collecting was made during March for the evergreen species (due to difficult weather conditions and lack of plot accessibility) and in September for the deciduous species.
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