Ground vegetation survey Flanders (Belgium)

In 2022, ground vegetation survey was carried out in 11 Level II plots. Two surveys were carried out in 4 plots where the vegetation has a vernal aspect. A detailed moss survey was not carried out in 2022, only species that were occasionally found and recognized were registered. The same PQs as in 2007, 2010, 2012 and 2017 were used. All surveys were carried out by INBO.
In plot 16 there is an ongoing invasion with Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. Argentatum probably since more than 20 years. Plants are moving inwards coming from the forest edge about 50 m away from the Level II plot, where garden waste is regularly dumped by local people. In 2012 the plant managed to reach one of the PQs for the first time, growing 30 cm into the plot. In 2017 the plant had already advanced to a maximum distance of 290 cm into the plot. Hence, plants moved about 50 cm per year during this period. In 2022 it advanced to a maximum distance of 380 cm into the PQ and it seems like its progress slowed down during the past years, maybe as the result of several drought periods, particularly in the summer of 2018 and 2022.

