GV survey, Switzerland, year 2011

General remarks on the Ground Vegetation survey in Switzerland
We survey all plant species in the tree, shrub, herb and moss layers using two methods:
1) visual assessment of the cover (in %) of species occurring in sixteen 1 m2 quadrats (A1-A4, B1-B4, C1-C4, D1-D4), distributed over a 43 m x 43 m area (intensive monitoring plot, see schematic map)
2) phytosociological relevés (Braun-Blanquet method) in circular plots consisting of subplots with increasing area (30, 200, 400 (new) and 500 m2). There is usually one such circular plot on a Level II plot. On some of them, however, there are two. 
We submitted the relevés for all vegetation plots separately. 
Important consideration for the averaging of species cover: 
	- averaging over all 16 quadrats: fill percent cover with 0 for species not present in a given quadrat before averaging! (e.g. if Hedera helix is listed in all quadrats except A2, D3, the cover of Hedera helix should be set to 0 in these two quadrats before averaging). (It is not possible to submit cover = 0 to the database)
	- circular plots: remember that the plots are concentric, so do not average e.g. species covers over the 30, 200, 400 and 500 m2 subplots
The submitted heights of the shrub and herb layers are the average heights (until 2003/2008, the submitted heights were the maximum heights of the layers), unless only the maximum height had been recorded. In this latter case, we specify in the observation field that the submitted height is the max. height.
[bookmark: _GoBack]An additional subdivision of the circular plots was made from 2011 on, in order to survey the standard area of 400 m2.  
[image: ]
https://www.wsl.ch/en/about-wsl/instrumented-field-sites-and-laboratories/lwf-demoflaeche/plot-design.html
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